An International Call for a Moratorium in the Pacific Ocean
on Pelagic Longline and Gillnet Fishing

(originally submitted February 2003,
updated June 2, 2004.)

As leading nongovernmental organizations concerned about the fate of our
oceans, we have joined together in support of healthy marine ecosystems and
sustainable fishing policies. We seek to reverse the current trend towards
depletion of our oceans’ resources, which threatens the long-term survival of fish
populations, the viability of economies based upon fishing, and extinction of
marine species. We also are specifically concerned about the impacts of pelagic
longline and gillnet fishing on the critically endangered Pacific leatherback sea
turtle.

In recent decades, the impact of commercial fisheries on fish populations, marine
species and the ocean ecosystem has dramatically increased. We are now
confronted with the unprecedented reality that we are rapidly depleting our
oceans’ resources. The oceans, once mistakenly thought to be inexhaustible, are
in dire straits. As the oceans are essential to sustaining human life and the well-
being of the planet, we must reverse this trend immediately.

The United Nations reports that over 70 percent of global fish populations are
overfished or at the brink of being overfished, compared to just 5 percent
reported only 40 years ago. Indiscriminate commercial fishing practices
wastefully harm and kill millions of non-targeted species per year, causing
unsustainable mortality to sea turtles, sea birds, bluefin tuna, billfish and sharks.

In addition to the damage they cause to populations of ocean species,
indiscriminate industrial fishing techniques are driving community fishers out of
business. They are taking food off the plates of millions of people who depend
on small-scale fishing for sustenance. Relatedly, as the oceans are depleted, the
sustenance, economic opportunity, scientific understanding and cultural, aesthetic
and recreational enjoyment they offer is diminished.

The Pacific leatherback sea turtle is at the top of the list of species being driven
to the brink of extinction by increased efforts of global industrial fishing. The
Pacific leatherback turtle’s nesting population has plummeted from 91,000 in
1980 to fewer than 5,000 in 2002. Leading scientists warn that unless immediate
and significant steps are taken, the leatherback sea turtle, which has swum the
oceans since the time of the dinosaurs 100 million years ago, will soon become
extinct. Moreover, the plight of the leatherback sea turtle, the world’s largest and
most wide-ranging sea turtle, may foreshadow a host of extinction events that
may significantly alter the oceans’ ecosystem functions.

Leading sea turtle biologists and ocean experts recognize that the principal
threats to Pacific leatherback turtles at sea currently are from the pelagic longline
and gillnet fisheries. Thousands of Pacific leatherbacks are being unintentionally



caught and killed by these indiscriminate lines and nets that are cast over the
entirety of the ocean, home to the sea turtles the vast majority of their lives.
Furthermore, exploitation of eggs, and destruction of nesting habitat threaten the
species during their short terrestrial existence.

Recognizing that protective measures aimed at recovering leatherbacks will
benefit a wide assemblage of marine species that are either targeted or
incidentally captured by these indiscriminate fishing methods,

We the undersigned:

Call on the United Nations, United States and other nations to institute a
moratorium on Pacific pelagic longline, gillnet and other fishing techniques that
harm leatherback sea turtles until such activities can be conducted without
harm to the species;

Urge fishing nations to reduce the overall quantity of fishing effort to enable
the long-term survival of targeted fish populations and the fishers and
communities that depend on them;

Call on fishing nations to begin necessary studies to assess the impacts of
their pelagic longline and gillnet fisheries, and implement precautionary fishing
principles in other impacted ocean basins to avoid similar extinction crises;
and

Urge that transitional aid be allocated to affected fishers and communities
impacted by shifts in policy that move the human species toward sustainable
use of ocean resources.

The measures outlined above will not only help protect our oceans and marine
species, but both large and small-scale commercial and artisanal fishers, and
people worldwide who depend on the oceans for their livelihood and sustenance.
We feel these actions are necessary to help enable marine species, such as the
leatherback sea turtle, which have swum the earth’s oceans for over 100 million
years, to survive and flourish.

Sincerely,

Dr. Sylvia Earle

Executive Director for Marine Programs,
Conservation International

USA

* Signatures as of June 2, 2004.
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Juan Carlos Cardenas Nufiez
Centro Ecoceanos
Chile

Teri Shore, Campaign Director
Bluewater Network
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Chile
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Costa Rica
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Ireland

Joan Russow, Coordinator
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Costa Rica

Alejandro Felipe Oliver, President
Ecos Rioplatenses
Argentina

Judith Kaulem, Coordinator
Poverty Reduction Forum
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Patrina Dumaru, Assistant Director
Pacific Concerns Resource Center
Fiji

Patricia A. Baum
Baja Sea Turtle Protection Committee
Mexico

Irman ldrus, Executive Director
Yayasan Konservasi Laut (Marine Conservation Foundation)
Indonesia

Dr. Frank Zindel, Board Member
Turtle Foundation
Germany

Oscar M. Ramirez Flores
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Mexico
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Alvaro Rojas, Director
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Mexico
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Mexico
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Mexico
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Rolando Castro, Attorney
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Costa Rica
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Chile
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USA
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USA
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USA
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USA

Bob Strickland, President
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USA

Bill Shedd, President
American Fishing Tackle Company
USA
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USA
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Cetacean Society International
USA

The Ballona Wetlands Land Trust
USA

Viivi Koomson, Director
Finns for the Whales Society
Finland

Joan Leahy
Earth Advocates
USA

Bob Humphrey
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USA



Jerry Meral, Executive Director
Planning and Conservation League
USA

Susan Jordan, Director
California Coastal Protection Network
Board Member, League for Coastal Protection
USA

Bill Beebe, Associate Editor
Western Outdoor News
USA

Teresa M. Olle
Program Director & Staff Attorney
California Public Interest Research Group
USA

Carole Allen, Director
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USA

Roy R DuVerger, President
Apalachee Ecological Conservancy
USA

Jim Thiselton, Owner
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Micronesia

Merlin Hehnke
Cambria Fishing Club
USA

Frederick Hollander
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USA

Lily Venizelos, President
Mediterranean Association to Save the Sea Turtles (MEDASSET)
United Kingdom and Greece

Yasir Al Fatah, Director
The Institution of Empowering Indigeneous People
Indonesia

Jenny Lonsdale
Environmental Investigation Agency
United Kingdom

Vanesa Tossenberger
Fundacion Cetus
Argentina



Marta Hevia
Cetacean Society International
Argentina

Marie Levine, Executive Director
Shark Research Institute
USA

Catherine Habegger, President
Caretakers Foundation
Switzerland

Jean MOTS, Président
La Baleine Libre
France

Dirk Werner-Lutrop, Executive Director
Diversion Dive Travel
Australia

Tim Hochgrebe, Owner
PLANULA Divers
Australia

Andre Kay, Owner
A to Z Diving
New Zealand

Tony Fontes
OUCH Volunteers
Australia

Mary Jo Rice, Director
Seaflow
USA

Patrick Perril
Driftnet Free Ocean
Ireland

Martin Hutter
African Wild Life Investigation & Research Centre
South Africa

Philip Lymbery
Director of Communications
World Society for the Protection of Animals
UK

Lisa Cook
Education Coordinator
The Shark Finning and Live Reef Fish Education Project
USA/Indonesia



Joel Simonetti
The Shark Finning and Live Reef Fish Education Project
USA/Indonesia

Dr. Eva Danulat
Head of Marine Research & Conservation
Charles Darwin Foundation
Ecuador

Action Against Poisoning
UK

Alejandro Fallabrino

General Coordinator

CID/Karumbe Project
Uruguay

Elizabeth Mitchell
Seabird Bycatch Project
USA

Eduardo Cuevas Flores
Director
Sea Turtle Conservation Program
Mexico

Paul Sanchez-Navarro
Director
Centro Ecologico Akumal
Mexico

Marnie Gaede
Director
Fund for Wild Nature
USA

Bruce Wright
Executive Director
Conservation Science Institute
USA

Dan Silver
Executive Director
Endangered Habitats League
USA

Ross Minett
Director
Advocates for Animals
USA

Courtney Lemmon,
Trustee



The Lemmon Foundation
USA

Bridgit Winning
President
The Oceanic Society
USA

Robert Wintner
Executive Director
The Snorkel Bob Foundation
USA

Ellen Prager, Ph.D.
President
Earth20Ocean
USA

Klaus Draeby
Director
Terrarium Vissenbjerg
Denmark

Juanita A. R. Ladyman, Ph.D.
Ecologist and Botanist/Managing Director
JnJ Associates LLC
USA

Larry Brown
Brown & Associates
USA

Noriko Tamiya
Japan Environmental Lawyers Federation
JAPAN

Lucy Alié
President

Asociacion de Rescate de Fauna
Venezuela

James Blades
Secretary / Treasurer
Barbados Marine Trust
Barbados

Marny Bonner
Director
Australian Seabird Rescue - Marine Turtle Division
Australia

Anna Cederstav
Program Director



AIDA (Inter-American Association for Environmental Defense)
USA

Michael J. Connor
Vice-Chair
California Turtle and Tortoise Club
USA

Petra Deimer
President
GSM - Society for the Conservation of Marine Mammals
Germany

Maureen Dewire
Marine Biologist
National Save The Sea Turtle Foundation, Inc.
USA

Karen L. Eckert
Executive Director
WIDECAST: Wider Caribbean Sea Turtle Conservation Network
USA

Angela L. Evans
Naturalist
BREC Bluebonnet Swamp Nature Center
USA

Matthias Goetz
Biologist
Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust
UK

Nicola Hodgins Programme Co-ordinator
Asian Conservation Awareness Programme (ACAP)
WildAid and David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation
UK

Colin Hudson
Director
Treading Lightly
Barbados

Alice Elinor Hurlbatt
Indo-Pacific Sea Turtle Conservation Group
Australia

Wilma M. Katz
Vice President
Coastal Wildlife Club, Inc.
USA

Shaleyla Kelez
Grupo de Tortugas Marinas



Peru

Suzanne Thurman
MERR Institute
USA

Joana Hancock
Asociacion ANAI
Costa Rica

Dr. Annette Arjoon
Guyana Marine Turtle Conservation Society
Guyana

Mary Jane Grady
Hawaii Wildlife Fund
USA

Carl Safina
President
Blue Ocean Institute
USA

Katherine Short

Fisheries Officer

WWF Australia
Australia

Rosek Nursahid, Chairman
ProFauna Indonesia
Indonesia

Araceli Dominguez
Grupo Ecologista del Mayab A. C. (GEMA)
Mexico

Arthur H. Kopelman
President
Coastal Research and Education Society of Long Island
USA

Carey Lam
Marine Conservation Ambassador
Hong Kong Marine Conservation Society
China

Jennifer Lash
Executive Director
Living Oceans Society
Canada

Yolanda Leon
researcher



Grupo Jaragua
Dominican Republic

Rene Pinal
Presidente
Asociacion Sudcaliforniana de Proteccion a la Tortuga Marina de los Cabos, A. C.
Mexico

Alfredo Quarto
Executive Director
Mangrove Action Project
USA

Rob Stewart
Chief Photographer
Canadian Wildlife Federation
Canada

Kris Tindige
Chairman
Papua Bird Club
Indonesia

Sarah Tyack
Campaigns Manager
International Fund for Animal Welfare
USA

Marthen Welly
Founder
Bahtera Nusantara Foundation
(for Coastal and Marine Ecosystem Conservation)
Indonesia

Mary Louise Whitlow
Coordinator
Friends of X'cacel
USA

Belinda Wright
Executive Director
Wildlife Protection Society of India
India

Tundi Agardy, Ph.D.
Executive Director
Sound Seas
USA

Brad Tanner
Education Director
Carolina Coastal Adventures
USA



Christopher Hernandez
Educator
Audubon of Florida
USA

Scott Davis Jones
In Defense of Animals
USA

Katy Garland
Environmental Media
USA

Mr. Fretey Jacques
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France

Ana Diaz-Merry
MarViva
Costa Rica

Catherine Burton
Animal Alliance
USA

Ms. M. Muurmans
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The Netherlands
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Save Our Sea Turtles
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