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January 29, 2009

Dr. Rebecca Lent

Director, Office of International Affairs
Attn: Swordfish Petition, NMFS, F/IA
1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Dr. Lent,

The undersigned groups are writing to express their support for the Petition to Ban
Swordfish Imports Pursuant to Marine Mammal Protection Act (“MMPA”) Section 101, 16
U.S.C. § 1371. Immediate enforcement of this law is crucial to achieve the nation’s vital
interests in protecting marine mammals from harmful fishing practices as well protecting U.S.
fishers from unfair competition with unregulated international fishing fleets. We ask that the
National Marine Fisheries Service act quickly to prohibit swordfish imports unless and until
exporting countries have submitted the proof required by the MMPA that the fish or fish
products did not result in the incidental kill or serious injury of marine mammals in excess of
U.S. standards. 16 U.S.C. § 1371(a)(2).

Congress recognized that fishing posed a grave threat to marine mammal species when it
passed this provision of the MMPA over 30 years ago. The law imposes restrictions on
fisheries-related mortalities of marine mammals and, together with regulations pursuant to the
Endangered Species Act, has led to the establishment of significant protective measures aimed at
restricting harmful fishing practices and protecting marine mammal populations from
unsustainable fisheries bycatch. Congress also recognized that, if the United States’ efforts to
protect marine mammals from fisheries bycatch were to be successful, it would have to exert
pressure on fisheries of other nations to adopt similarly protective measures.

By requiring foreign nations to prove that their fishing methods do not result in harm to
marine mammals in excess of U.S. standards before allowing those nations to export fish and



fish products to the U.S., MMPA section 101 ensures that the U.S.’s considerable economic
power provides an incentive to conserve, rather than obliterate, marine mammal populations. It
also serves to protect U.S. fishers from unfair competition by foreign fishers operating without
appropriate restraints on fishing practices.

The MMPA requires that all fisheries supplying U.S. markets “reduce incidental
mortality and serious injury of marine mammals to insignificant levels approaching a zero
mortality and serious injury rate.” 16 U.S.C. § 1387(b)(1). This requirement has led to a number
of important regulations on U.S. fishing, including gear-based requirements such as the use of
pingers and net extenders and limits on the length of longlines, as well as other measures like
time-area closures, safe handling and release training and equipment, and mandatory observer
coverage. All of these measures play a vital role in reducing the fisheries’ impact on marine
mammal populations as well as other species vulnerable to bycatch.

Enforcement of MMPA section 101 will provide a much-needed incentive for foreign
fisheries to implement similar protective measures and data-gathering requirements. It will also
ensure that U.S. consumers do not unwittingly reward unregulated fisheries with their economic
support. Allowing unregulated fisheries to sell their catch alongside that of U.S. fishers
undermines conservation efforts and places U.S. fishers at a significant disadvantage.

Therefore, we ask that NMFS enforce this important and longstanding law without delay.
We appreciate NMFS’s attention to this issue and look forward to more effective conservation of
our precious global marine mammal populations.

Sincerely,
Michael Milne Alan Duckworth, PhD
Leatherback Campaign Coordinator Research Scientist
Turtle Island Restoration Network Blue Ocean Institute
P. O. Box 370, P.O. Box 250
Forest Knolls, CA 94933 East Norwich, NY 11732
(415) 663-8590 (516) 922-9500
Andrea A. Treece Shelley Waterland
Senior Attorney, Oceans Program Program Manager
Center for Biological Diversity Born Free Foundation &
351 California Street, Suite 600 Born Free USA
San Francisco, CA 94104 3 Grove House; Foundry Lane Horsham,
(415) 436-9682 West Sussex RH13 5SPL UK
Susan Millward William W. Rossiter
Executive Director President
Animal Welfare Institute Cetacean Society International
P.O. Box 3650 PO Box 953, Georgetown, CT 06829
Washington, DC 20027 (203) 770-8615

(202) 337-2332



Arthur H. Kopelman, Ph. D.

President

Coastal Research and Education Society of
Long Island, Inc

150 Idle Hour Blvd.,

Oakdale NY 11769

631-244-3352

Scott Wallace

Sustainable Fisheries Analyst
David Suzuki Foundation

Suite 219, 2211 West 4th Avenue
Vancouver, BC, Canada

V6K 4S2

(604) 732-4228

Paul H. Achitoff

Managing Attorney Mid-Pacific Office
Earthjustice

223 South King Street #400

Honolulu, HI 96813

(808) 599-2436

David Phillips

Director

International Marine Mammal Project
Earth Island Institute

300 Broadway, Suite 28

San Francisco, CA 94133

(415) 788-3666

Jon Hunter

Policy Director

Endangered Species Coalition
PO Box 65195,

Washington, DC 20035
(202) 476-0669

John Kaltenstein

Clean Vessels Program Manager
Friends of the Earth

311 California Street, Suite 510
San Francisco, CA 94104

(415) 544-0790

John Hocevar

Oceans Campaign Director
75 Arkansas St., Suite 1
San Francisco, CA 94107
Greenpeace USA

(512) 454-6140

Mark Gold

President

Heal the Bay

1444 9th Street

Santa Monica, CA 90401
(310) 451-1500

Sharon B. Young

Marine Issues Field Director
Humane Society of the U.S.
2100 L Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037
(508) 833-0181

Michelle Jost

Director of Sustainable Practices
John G. Shedd Aquarium

1200 S. Lake Shore Drive
Chicago, IL 60605

(312) 692-3191

Taffy Lee Williams

Director

New York Whale and Dolphin Action
League

PO Box 273

Yonkers, NY 10707 USA

(914) 793-9186

Taryn Kiekow

Staff Attorney

Marine Mammal Protection Project
Natural Resources Defense Council
1314 Second Street

Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310) 434-2300



Wallace "J." Nichols, PhD
Founder/Co-Director

Ocean Revolution

PO Box 324

Davenport, California 95017
(831) 426.0337

David Allison

Senior Campaign Manager
Oceana

1350 Connecticut Ave., NW
5th Floor

Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 833-3900

Zeke Grader

Executive Director

Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen's
Associations

PO Box 29370, San Francisco, CA 94129
(415) 561-5080

Jackie Dragon

Marine Sanctuaries Campaign Director
Pacific Environment

311 California Street, Suite 650

San Francisco, CA 94104-2608

(415) 399-8850

Jennifer Bloeser

Acting Executive Director

Pacific Marine Conservation Council
4189 SE Division St, Portland, OR 97202
(503) 298-9572

Marcy Summers

Director

The Alliance for Tompotika Conservation
21416 - 86th Ave SW

Vashon, WA 98070

(206) 463-7720

Sue Fisher

Policy Director

Whale & Dolphin Conservation Society-
North America

7 Nelson Street

Plymouth, MA 02360

(508) 746-2522

Tori Cullins

Founder and President

Wild Dolphin Foundation
87-1286 Farrington Highway
Waianae, HI 96792

(808) 306-3968

Peter Knights

Executive Director

WildAid

744 Montgomery Street, Suite 120
San Francisco, CA 94111

(415) 834-3174

Aida Navarro Barnetche

Wildlife Conservation Program Manager
Wildcoast

925 Seacoast Drive,

Imperial Beach, CA 91932

Tel: (619) 423.8665



