
October 13, 2009

Sra. Hannia M. Durán
Jefa de Area Comisión Permanente Especial de Ambiente
Asamblea Legislativa
San José, Costa Rica

Estimada Señora Durán:

RE: Law Project No. 17.383 entitled “Law to rectify the Leatherback Marine National
Park’s Boundaries and Creation of Guanacaste’s Leatherback National Wildlife Refuge”

In 1995 Costa Rica recognized its unique responsibility in ensuring the continued survival of the
Pacific leatherback by protecting one of the last nesting beaches in the eastern Pacific and the
other delicate ecosystems of Ventanas, Grande, and Langosta Beach, through the creation of Las
Baulas National Park by Law. Las Baulas National Park is critical to the survival of the Pacific
leatherback sea turtle (Dermochelys coriacea), declared as critically endangered by the World
Conservation Union (IUCN). Populations of Pacific leatherback sea turtles have crashed by 90
percent over the past two decades and are not recovering. Today, fewer that 1,000 female
leatherbacks survive in the entire eastern Pacific. Las Baulas National Park has an exceptional
global value as it provides the most important nesting site for this remaining eastern Pacific
population.

On behalf of the undersigned scientists we are writing to urge you to reject Law Project No.
17.383 pending before the Environment Commission of the Legislative Assembly, that proposes
to downgrade Las Baulas National Park to a Mixed National Wildlife Refuge and open its
beaches up to coastal construction projects. With Pacific leatherback sea turtles so perilously
close to extinction it is inconceivable to remove this protection and allow development in
sensitive areas near the turtles’ nesting sites. Such developments will have a negative impact on
the nesting process of the leatherback through lighting, additional access of people, vehicles and
domestic animals, and could likely lead to the elimination of this most important population of
leatherbacks.

In addition, if this legislation is passed it will undermine Costa Rica's reputation as a global
leader in conservation through its "Peace with Nature" initiative. This policy catapulted Costa
Rica to the front of the line of countries committed to the preservation and protection of their
natural resources and its longstanding commitment to the preservation of sea turtles.

Over the past few years multiple bills have been written, each one proposing to rezone Las
Baulas National Park and open its beaches up to coastal construction projects. Fortunately every
one of these bills has been rejected. We urge you to do the same with bill 17.383 and continue
Costa Rica’s commitment to protecting the critically endangered leatherback sea turtle, and
preserving its national parks and the extraordinary abundance of life protected within their
boundaries.

Sincerely,



Al Aghili
Founder and Director
Persia Wildlife Conservation Society
San Bernardino, California
USA

Alex Aguilar
Professor
University of Barcelona
Barcelona
Spain

Phil Allman
Assistant Professor
Florida Gulf Coast University
Fort Myers, Florida
USA

Farhan Anwar
Project Manager
Shehri-Citizens for a Better Environment
Karachi, Sindh
Pakistan

Peter J. Auster
Research Associate Professor of Marine
Sciences
University of Connecticut
Groton, Connecticut
USA

Dean Bagley
Research Associate
University of Central Florida
Vice President, Inwater Research Group, Inc.
Orlando, Florida
USA

Caren Barceló
Master's Student
Oregon State University
Corvallis, Oregon
USA

Michael Liles
Sea Turtle Program Coordinator
Fundacion Zoologica de El Salvador
(FUNZEL)
San Salvador
El Salvador

Cathy Liss
President
Animal Welfare Institute
Washington, DC
USA

Holly S. Lohuis
Education/Research Associate
Jean-Michel Cousteau Ocean Futures Society
Santa Barbara, California
USA

Dr. Gary E. McGraw
Project Leader
Dewees Island Turtle Team
Dewees Island
South Carolina
U.S.A.

Kate Mansfield
NRC Postdoctoral Research Fellow
National Academies, NOAA, NMFS-SEFSC
Miami, Florida
USA

Janet C Martin, DVM
Adjunct Professor
Tufts Cummings School of Veterinary
Medicine
North Grafton, Massachusetts
USA

Kathleen Martin
Executive Director
Canadian Sea Turtle Network
Halifax, Nova Scotia
Canada



Judith A Beahn
Project Leader
Folly Beach Turtle Watch
Folly Beach, South Carolina
USA

Dr. Bregje Beyst
Scheldt Information Office
Oostende, Belgium

Dr. Barbara Block
Prothro Professor of Biology
Stanford University
Hopkins Marine Station
Pacific Grove, California
USA

Les Blough
Editor/Author/Publisher
Axis of Logic, Environmental Division
Caracas, Capital
Venezuela

Ana Cristina Vigliar Bondioli
Biologist
Instituto de Pesquisas Cananéia - IPeC
Cananéia, São Paulo
Brazil

Liza Boura
Environmental Officer
MEDASSET-Mediterranean Association to
Save the Sea Turtles
Athens
Greece

John Brennan
Veolia Environmental Service (Australia) Pty
Ltd
Hobart, Tasmania
Australia

Mary Bull
Co-director
Greenwood Earth Alliance
San Francisco, California
USA

Sara Maxwell
PhD Candidate
University of California Santa Cruz
Santa Cruz, CA
USA

Vanda Mendonça
Environmental Researcher
Expeditions International EMC
Muscat
Oman

Dr. Judy Messer
Nature Conservation Council of NSW
Sydney, NSW
Australia

Shana Miller
Director
Tag-A-Giant Foundation
Babylon, New York
USA

Abigail Moore
LP3L Talinti
Palu, Central Sulawesi
Indonesia

Cody Mott
Graduate Student
Florida Atlantic University
Boca Raton, Florida
USA

Colum Muccio
Administrative Director
Wildlife Rescue and Conservation Association
Guatemala City
Guatemala

Judith Muir
Director
Polperro Dolphin Swims
Sorrento, Melbourne
Australia



Tormod Vaaland Burkey
Ph.D.
Oslo
Norway

Ryan Butts
Administrator
The Turtle Hospital
Marathon,  FL Florida Keys
United States

David Campbell
Founder/President
MarineBio.org
Seattle, Washington
USA

Dr. Steve Canion
Director of acupuncture research in sea turtles
Energetic Health and Research Center
Port Aransas, Texas
USA

Luis Cardona, PhD
Associate professor of Zoology
University of Barcelona (Department of
Animal Biology)
Barcelona
Spain

Adriana Cerbin
Primate Technician
Duke University Lemur Center
Durham, North Carolina
USA

Dr. PLY Chan
Associate Professor
Dept of Industrial and Manufacturing Systems
Engineering,
The University of Hong Kong
Hong Kong
China

Dr. John A.Musick
Prof Emeritus
Va. Inst of Marine Science
Gloucester Pt, Virginia
USA

Maggie Muurmans
Co-founder and Programme Manager
Yayasan Pulau Banyak
Medan, Sumatra
Indonesia

Samliok Ndobe
Sekolah Tinggi Perikanan dan kelautan
(Marine and Fisheries Higher Education
Institute) and Tadulako University,
Aquaculture Study Program
Palu, Central Sulawesi
Indonesia

Julia Nelson
Supervisory Biology Technician
USDA Forest Service
Davis, California
USA

Jonathan Nevill
Director
OnlyOnePlanet Australia
Melbourne, Victoria
Australia

Thomas M. Niesen
Professor Emeritus of Marine Biology
San Francisco State University
San Francisco, California
USA

Gytha A. Nuno
Executive Director
Friends Of The National Zoos
Executive Director
Environcare Wagon
Accra
Ghana



Peter Chesson
Professor
University of Arizona
Tucson, Arizona
USA

Jean-Paul Chevalier
Director
Mar y Tierra AC
México

Patricia Clune
Statewide Environmental Biologist
Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Division of Fish and Wildlife
Indianapolis, Indiana
USA

Karen Comstock
Executive Director
Casa Tortuga, Inc.
Miami, Florida
USA

Jean-Michel Cousteau
President
Jean-Michel Cousteau Ocean Futures Society
Santa Barbara, California
USA

Frances M. Cone    
Pawleys Island,  South Carolina
USA

Victoria A. Cordi
Conservation Biology graduate student
Columbia University
New York, New York
USA

K. Alexandra Curtis
Sustainable Fisheries Scientist
Ecology Action Centre
Halifax, Nova Scotia
Canada

David Wm Owens, Ph.D.
Professor of Biology and Associate Dean of
the Graduate School
College of Charleston,  Grice Marin
Laboratory
Charleston, South Carolina
USA

Shyama Pagad
Manager, Information Services
IUCN SSC Invasive Species Specialist Group
Regional Office for the Pacific (New Zealand)
University of Auckland
Tamaki Campus, Auckland
New Zealand

Nancy Papathanasopoulou
Project Manager
Kuwait Turtle Conservation Project
Kuwait

Jessica Pate
Field Assistant
Loggerhead Marine Life Center
Juno Beach, Florida
USA

Juanpablo Muñoz Pérez
BSC. Applied Ecology
Equilibrio Azul
Quito, Pichincha
Ecuador

Samantha Namnum García
Coordinadora del Programa sobre Derechos
Humanos y Ambiente
Centro Mexicano de Derecho Ambiental
México DF
México

Reed F. Noss, Ph.D.
Davis-Shine Professor of Conservation
Biology
University of Central Florida
Department of Biology
Orlando, Florida
USA



Dr Brian W Darvell
Bath, UK

Arvind Devadasan
Program Officer/Field Biologist
WWF-Malaysia, The Conservation of
Hawksbill Turtles & Painted
Terrapins
Malacca
Malaysia.

Alassane Dieng
Project Manager
WWF-WAMER (Western Africa Marine
Ecoregion)
Dakar, Senegal
Senegal

Jennifer Dinsmore
Regional Director
Humane Society International – Latin America
San Jose
Costa Rica

Mia Doron
Associate Professor of Pediatrics
UNC School of Medicine
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
USA

Scott Doron
Director, Southern Technology Council
Southern Growth Policies Board
Research Triangle Park, North Carolina
USA

Raquel Briseño Dueñas
Conservation Biologists
BANCO DE INFORMACION SOBRE
TORTUGAS MARINAS (BITMAR) ICMyL
UNAM
Mazatlan, Sinaloa
Mexico

Shyama Pagad
Manager, Information Services
IUCN SSC Invasive Species Specialist Group
Regional Office for the Pacific (New Zealand)
University of Auckland
Tamaki Campus, Auckland
New Zealand

Jody Plecas               
Education Officer     
Sunshine Coast, Queensland              
Australia          

Gillian  Pollock
Royal Forest and Bird Protection
Society
Motueka, Nelson
New Zealand

Mary Alice Pollard
Founder
Cornwalls Voice for Animals
Gerrans,  Cornwall
UK         

Puji Prihatinningsih
Ministry of Forestry Indonesia
Semarang, Central Java
Indonesia

Lic.Laura Prosdocimi
Lab. Genética de Poblaciones
Dpto. Ecología, Genética y Evolución
Universidad de Buenos Aires - PRICTMA
Prov. Bs.As
Argentina

Alfredo Quarto
Executive Director
Mangrove Action Project
Port Angeles, Washington
USA



Stephen G. Dunbar
Founder/Director/Principal Investigator
The Protective Turtle Ecology Center for
Training, Outreach, and Research, Inc.
(ProTECTOR)
Colton, California
San Bernardino

Monica Engebretson
Senior Program Associate
Born Free USA
Sacramento, California
USA

Jim Enright
Asia Coordinator
Mangrove Action Project (MAP)
Amphur Muang, Trang
Thailand

Alejandro Fallabrino
Karumbe
Montevideo
Uruguay

Ashish Fernandes
Oceans Campaigner
Greenpeace India
Bangalore
INDIA

Regina Gandour-Edwards, M.D.
Sacramento, California
USA

Melissa Gaskill    
Science Writer
Freelance
Austin, Texas     
USA

Sandra L. Giardini
Master of Environmental Science
Dearborn, Michigan
USA

Anthony Rafferty
PhD Candidate (Biology)
Monash University
Melbourne, Victoria
Australia

William E. Redfoot
Biologist
University of Central Florida Marine Turtle
Research Group
Orlando, Florida
USA

Peter Reed
Professor Emeritus
University of Minnesota
Minneapolis, Minnesota  
USA

Sascha Regmann
Chairman
Project Blue Sea
Herne, NRW
Germany

Mary Ellen Rogers
Director
Sea Biscuit Wildlife Shelter
Oak Island, North Carolina
USA

Prof. Michael Salmon
Research Professor, Biological
Sciences
Florida Atlantic University
Boca Raton
Florida, USA



Denis Goulet, Ph. D.
Instructor and Lab Coordinator
Department of Biology, University of
Mississippi
University
Mississippi
USA

Andrea Grabman
Interpretive Program Manager
Edisto Beach State Park
Edisto Island, South Carolina
USA

Ana Guimaraes
Veterinarian
Purdue University
West Lafayette, Indiana
USA

Julio Cesar Zurita Gutierrez
Biologo
CONCENZU, Consultores en Formacion.
Mexico City
Mexico

Kathy Valentine Hall
President
Proyecto Tortugas Marinas
Isabela, Puerto Rico
USA

Christine Hagen
Turtle Foundation
Vaduz
Principality of Liechtenstein

Joana Hancock
Field Biologist/Projects Coordinator
Turtle Foundation
Cabo Verde

Catherine Hart
Biologa
Grupos Ecologistas de Nayarit A.C.
Rincon de Guayabitos
Nayarit, Mexico

Dominic Salvary
Director
Tacaribe Tour Operators Ltd
Port of Spain, Caribbean
Trinidad and Tobago
Allen Salzberg
Publisher/Editor
HerpDigest
Forest Hills, New York
USA

David Seaborg
President
World Rainforest Fund
Walnut Creek, California
USA

Debbie Sherman
Executive Director
Save the Turtles, Inc.
Santa Rosa, California
USA

Ronald H. Silver, C.E.P.
Beaches Sea Turtle Patrol
Atlantic Beach
Florida
USA

Dr Scott Stark
Environmental Chemist
Australian Antarctic Division (AAD)
Kingston, Tasmania
Australia

Lesley Stokes
Marine Biologist
Delray Beach, Florida
USA

Marcy Summers
Director
The Alliance for Tompotika Conservation
Luwuk –Banggai, Sulawesi Tengah
Indonesia



Dr Julie Hawkins
Environment Department
University of York
Heslington. York
UK

Arturo Herrera 
Seasonal Technician
South Carolina Marine Turtle Conservation
Program
Charleston, South Carolina
USA

Dean Hey
Sea Turtle Advocate
Rock Hill, New York
USA

Dr. Ross Hill
University of Technology, Sydney
Sydney, New South Wales
Australia

John Hocevar
Oceans Campaign Director
Greenpeace USA
Washington, DC
USA

Janet Hochella
Sea Turtle Conservation Volunteer
CCC, Sebastian Inlet State Park
Coatesville, Pennsylvania
USA

Anne Hupli
Researcher
Helsinki
Finland

M. Zahirul Islam
Executive Director
Marinelife Alliance
Cox's Bazar
Bangladesh

Dr. Mei Sun
University of Hong Kong
Hong Kong
China

Kelly Thorvalson
Sea Turtle Rescue Program Manager
South Carolina Aquarium
Charleston, South Carolina
USA

Mark T. Tordoir
Olive Ridley Research Ostional, Costa Rica
Van Hall-Larenstein University of Applied
Sciences
Amsterdam
Netherlands

Jose Urteaga
Coordinador
Red Nacional para la Conservacion de las
Tortugas Marinas
Managua,Managua
Nicaragua

Felipe Vallejo
President
Equilibrio Azul, Quito
Ecuador

Roldán A. Valverde, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Southeastern Louisiana University
Dept. of Biological Sciences
Hammond, Louisiana
USA

Don White
President
EarthTrust
Windward Environmental Center
Kailua, HI   
USA



Macarena Iturralde
General Manager
Senderos  Naturales, Travel Agency
Quito, Pichincha
Ecuador

Ben Jack
Engagement Officer
Earthwatch
Oxford
UK

Jean Jang
Sea Turtle Conservationist
Vancouver, British Columbia
Canada

Ulrich Karlowski
Biologist
Society for Dolphin Conservation
Munich, Bavaria
Germany

Jennifer Keller
Biologist
National Institute of Standards and
Technology
Charleston, South Carolina
USA

Allison R. Kermode
Professor
Simon Fraser University
Burnaby, British Columbia
Canada

Nick Kirby
Head Curator
Melbourne aquarium
Victoria
Australia

Eric T. Koepfler
Professor of Marine Science
Coastal Carolina University
Conway, South Carolina
USA

Daphne Wrobel
Veterinarian
Universidade Estadual do Rio de Janeiro
(UERJ)
Rio de Janeiro
Brasil

Hannah Vander Zanden    
PhD Candidate
University of Florida, Archie Carr Center for
Sea Turtle Research
Gainesville, Florida    
USA

Rodrigo Villate
Concejero ambiental
Fundación YANAMA
Bogotá
Cundinamarca
Colombia

Colette Wabnitz, MSc
PhD candidate
SAUP, Fisheries Centre, AERL
University of British Columbia
Vancouver, British Columbia
Canada

Cliff Wallis
President
Friends of the Oldman River
Calgary, Alberta
Canada

Marc W. Ward
President, Sea Turtles Forever
Deputy, MINAE (Ministry of the Interior,
Natural Resources, Costa Rica)
Seaside, Oregon
USA

Cyndi White
Member of Fripp Island, South Carolina Turtle
Patrol
Fripp Island, South Carolina
USA



Arthur H. Kopelman, Ph.D.
President
Coastal Research and Education Society of
Long Island
Long Island
USA

Dr. Frithjof C. Kuepper
Reader
The Scottish Association for Marine Science
Oban
Argyll, Scotland
UK

Juanita Ladyman, Ph.D.
Ecologist
JnJ Associates LLC
Centennial, Colorado
USA

Dr. Cynthia J. Lagueux
Associate Conservation Scientist
Wildlife Conservation Society
Pearl Laggon
Región Autónomo del Atlántico Sur
Nicaragua

Ms. Christina Lanzieri
Dewees Island Sea Turtle Intern
Cape Romain NWR Sea Turtle Technician
Dewees Island, South Carolina
USA

Charles LeBuff
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Retired)
Founder and Project Director of Caretta
Research, Inc.
Webmaster: www.sanybel.com
Fort Myers, Florida
USA

Mary Louise Whitlow
Sea Turtle Advocate
Dallas, Texas
USA

Ingrid Yanez
Co-Director
Proyecto CAREY
San Diego, California
USA

Carmel Zetts
Sea Turtle Coordinator
Sunset Beach, North Carolina
USA

Dr. Frank Zindel
Turtle Foundation
Vaduz
Principality of Liechtenstein


