Black-Footed Albatross 

Scientific name:  Phoebastria nigripes
Distribution:  The black-footed albatross is a large seabird from the North Pacific that nests almost exclusively (over 90%) in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands.
Conservation Status:
  The Black-footed Albatross is considered endangered, because it is taken incidentally by long-line fishing.  The world experts on the status of seabirds, BirdLife International and the World Conservation Union, have concluded that the black-footed albatross should be classified as Endangered. Scientists estimate that only about 60,000 nesting pairs survive today, and that unless actions are taken to reduce the current level of human-caused mortality, the species will go extinct.

Description:  The black-footed albatross has a wingspan extending over six feet and spends much of its life on the wing, scooping flying fish eggs, squid and fish from the ocean surface.  The birds also forage along the western coast of the United States.  Unfortunately, many nesting populations of this brown and white bird have already gone extinct, and those that have survived continue to decline precipitously.

Black-footed albatross are fairly long-lived birds that have evolved a successful life history somewhat analogous to humans.  They mate for life, lay only one egg per year, and if one of the pair dies, it can take three or more years before the living partner finds another mate and begins to reproduce again.  These life history traits make them highly susceptible to extinction when animals of reproductive age are killed. Albatross play an important role not only in marine biodiversity, but Hawaiian culture as well. 
Threats:  Albatross and other sea birds dive at longline fishing vessels baited hooks as they are deployed, become hooked and are dragged underwater where they drown.  Various methods have been devised to scare the birds away or to make the hooks sink faster, decreasing the number of birds killed.   Yet most fishing vessels are not using these techniques.  
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